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fident than they were, yet express full belief in conviction.
Their reliance is on the force, discipline, and necessities of
party, not on crime or misdemeanor on the part of the
President. How far the Radical Senators who have pre-
tensions to statesmanship will debase themselves to party
dictation is the only question. If they are really legis-
lators, judges, and statesmen, men of independence and
moral courage, the President will be acquitted; not other-
wise. More than one half of the Senators are demagogues
and blockheads, party tools, who regard not their oaths
nor the welfare of the country.

Numbers influence party men, so that inferior intellects
often control superior minds. Fessenden and Morton and
Trumbull are fearful of consequences if they boldly and
considerately do their duty. I have no faith whatever in
Morton, though McCulloch has hopes of him, but McCul-
loch is deceived. His speech at the beginning of the
session exhibited a mind whose moral stamina was
gone. . . .

The President tells me this afternoon that he has no
doubt that Fessenden will vote for acquittal. I did not ask
his newest evidence. Riding out this evening, I met Mc-
Culloch, who assures me, emphatically, of an acquittal.
Says Grimes, Fessenden, Trumbull, and Van Winkle will
vote to acquit, and others also. I conclude he has sources
of information which are reliable. I get no facts. Of Grimes',
Fessenden's, and Trumbull's honest opinions I have no
doubt, but there is a terrible pressure upon them. Of Van
Winkle I know nothing.

May 11, Monday. Dixon came in yesterday. Has heard
the President intends to resign, if it shall be clearly as-
certained that he will be convicted. Told him I gave the
rumor no credit, and he said he would not, but that the
President once made a remark which the rumor had brought
strongly to his mind. In an interview with the President
on Saturday, he told D. he wished to know with certainty